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SOUTH WEST CATCHMENTS COUNCIL - WAVING THE WAND PROJECT 

1968. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food 

I refer to the South West Catchment Council (SWCC) project ID 33063 called “Waving the Wand”, and 
designed to implement the West Arthur environmental weed strategy, and I ask - 

(1) Has this project been completed, have all payments been made and has the project been finally audited? 

(2) Have concerns been raised about the project’s completion or audit process? 

(3) Was the project manager a West Arthur shire worker, and was she paid from project funds for working 
on the project whilst being concurrently paid by the West Arthur Shire? 

(4) If so, was either source of payment reimbursed? 

(5) Has the weed mapping on road reserves part of the project, apparently funded in July 2005 at $4,200, 
been completed? 

(a) was it funded in advance of the work being completed; 

(b) when was it completed, and why; and 

(c) if not, why not? 

(6) What was the total cost of chemicals for the project? 

(7) What was the capital expenditure for the project, and what capital items were purchased? 

(8) Where are those capital items now and who has ownership of them? 

(9) Has the field day, funded by $2,000 of the project, occurred, and if so when? 

(10) How much was spent on small weed equipment, and what was the breakdown of those purchases? 

(11) Was a spray trailer purchased, and for how much? 

(12) Was a shed purchased, and how much? 

(13) Were the trailer or shed, if purchased, considered capital items, and if not why not? 

Mr M.P. WHITELY replied: 

(1) The project has been completed and all payments have been made. The final report, prepared by SWCC 
and the Hillman Landcare Zone Inc., was received by the State NRM Office (SNRMO) on 9 
November 2005. Consistent with the regional delivery model for NRM in this State, SWCC contracted 
the Hillman Landcare Zone Inc. to undertake the service element of the project. 

The final project report includes an audited financial statement that acquits all payments made by the 
SNRMO to SWCC and by SWCC to the Hillman Landcare Zone Inc. 

(2) No formal concerns have been raised about the project's completion or audit process.  

(3) The funding for the project was provided by SWCC to the Hillman Landcare Zone Inc. The Hillman 
Landcare Zone Inc. utilised the human resource and payroll services of the Shire of West Arthur to 
assist with the employment of the project manager and funds were transferred to the Shire for these 
purposes. The day to day management of the project manager however, is understood to have been 
delegated by the Hillman Landcare Zone Inc. to the West Arthur Land Conservation District Committee 
(LCDC). 

It is understood that the project manager together with another person was provided an additional 
payment via a contract arrangement with the West Arthur LCDC to undertake some weed mapping as 
part of the project. This payment has been reimbursed. 

(4) Answered above. 

(5) The final report for the project indicates this has been done. 

(a) This could not be determined as it is not in the documentation. 

(b) This could not be determined as it is not in the documentation. 

(c) Not applicable. 

(6) The total cost of chemicals for the project has not been reported. Only major operating expenses are 
required to be reported in final project report's audited financial statement. The reported total operating 
cost of the project was $55,600. 
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(7) In the original audit statement received by SWCC in November 2005, no capital items were reported. 
Subsequent to this, an audit by the Shire of West Arthur determined that two capital items being a spray 
unit ($12,433.25) and a shed to house chemicals ($8,140.00) were purchased. 

(8) The funding agreement for the project stipulates that capital items purchased with funding provided by 
the Department of Agriculture and Food belongs to the Department on behalf of the State of Western 
Australia. The Department of Agriculture and Food considers that it owns the spray unit and shed. The 
Shire of West Arthur currently has custody of the items. It is understood that the items are continuing to 
be used and extending the outcomes of the original project. The SNRMO and SWCC are currently 
resolving the matter of disposal. 

(9) The project's final report states that a field day occurred. 

(10) Project expenditure on small weed equipment has not been reported. Only major operating expenses are 
required to be reported in final project report's audited financial statement. 

(11) Yes, $12,433.25 

(12) Yes, $8,140.00 

(13) Under the funding agreement for the project, capital items are those with a purchase value greater than 
$5,000. Accordingly, the trailer and shed would both be considered capital items.  

 


